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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. G. P. O. , 2002. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)49358491 Subject: Displaced
workers -- United States. Excerpt: . . . 15 using its own funds that extends beyond either the 26 week period
mandated by Federal law or any additional period provided for under the Federal-State Extended
Unemployment Compensation Act of 1970 ( 26 U. S. C. 3304 note ). REASONS FOR CHANGE The Committee
believes that the eGectiveness of the trade ad-justment assistance program in retraining workers is hampered
by the current mismatch between the duration of training ( up to 104 weeks ) and the duration of income
support ( up to 78 weeks, includ-ing 26 weeks of unemployment insurance ). According to the GAO, p rogram
administrators, training providers, and workers in training consistently said that the TAA and NAFTA - TAA pro-
grams needed to close the gap between extended income support payments, which are provided for up to 18
months, and training, which is provided for up to 24 months. T he gap in income support is believed to create
diGiculties for workers in 2-year train-ing programs because when income support payments stop, dis-located
workers generally drop out of training because they cannot aGord to remain in classes without financial
assistance. GAO, Trade Adjustment Assistance: Experiences of Six Trade-Impacted Communities, GAO - 01 - 838 (
Aug. 2001 ) at 15. GAO found that this gap limits some workers to training programs lasting 18 months or less,
precluding them from pursuing a 2-year associate of arts de-gree program, which could result in higher
earnings or better skills. The diGiculty created by the income-training gap is particu-larly evident in the case of
workers who require initial remedial...
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