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First Session on Interlocking Subversion in Governme On April 10, 1953, the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee commenced a series of hearings on interlocking subversion
in Government. Chairman William E. Jenner (Republican, Indiana) opened the hearings with this statement: The
Senate Internal Security Subcommittee, under the authority conferred on it by the United States Senate to
investigate the extent, nature, and effects of subversive activities in the United States, during the past 3 years
has been uncovering evidence of extensive Communist penetration in Government. The subcommittee has been
impressed by the extent to which the Communists it has exposed were able to move, often with great facility,
from one Government agency to another, spinning their web of intrigue and drawing with them in positions of
power and influence their confederates and auxiliaries. The purpose of this series of hearings will be to
determine the existence of and to expose the design by which Communist agents were able to infiltrate the
executive and legislative branches of government. The subcommittee expects that these hearings will aid it in
recommending legislation to prevent further infiltration, and to discover methods and individuals that the
Communist International organization may still be employing today. The subcommittee undertakes this
investigation primarily with the view to preventing further infiltration and not to hold up to the pillory past
misdeeds. But the past is prologue. The subcommittee hopes that all persons with knowledge of this
penetration...
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