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two winners of the Nobel Prize for peace: Mikhail Gorbachev and Willy Brandt, founding fathers of glasnost and
perestroika in the USSR and Ostpolitik in Western Germany, respectively. It is, however, kept in mind that the
United States of America exerted indirect, as well as direct influence on domestic policy of both countries. Given
these preliminaries, the structure of this essay is fourfold. First of all, domestic factors are put into historical
context considering social, political and economical factors both in Eastern and Western Germany and the
Soviet Union. Afterwards, the historical facts are endowed with standpoints of several IR scholars, explaining
theoretical issues and making predominant use of a social constructivist approach. Finally, a conclusion is
drawn, summarizing and interpreting the results. 12 pp. Englisch.
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