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Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G. P. O. : For sale by the Supt. of Docs. , U. S. G. P. O. Congressional Sales
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... 11 - Last month, intramural researchers at NINDS published a study showing wide-spread effects of PD on
the sympathetic nervous system. This system controls functions such as blood pressure and heart rate - those
we think of as auto-matic. Until this work was completed, researchers did not appreciate the extent to which the
disease damages these nerves. Individuals with PD often experi-ence symptoms such as orthostatic
hypotension, or a drop in blood pressure upon standing, and the loss of sympathetic nerves observed in this
study may help to explain why this occurs. Despite the progress made by NIH-supported investigators, the task
of imple-menting the Agenda will require our continued attention. A great deal of basic science research is still
needed, and much of what is known must be moved along, so it can advance into the clinic. Our Institute is
acutely aware of this need, and we are taking steps to facilitate translational studies across all areas of disease.
We expect these plans will have a very positive impact on PD research, since many re-searchers in this
community are poised to move their work into preclinical studies, and thus could take immediate advantage of
such a program. FUTURE PLANS The most valuable outcome of the Agenda has been its use as a scientific
planning tool. For the past two years, we have used the Agenda, along with the feedback we have received from
the external scientific community through workshops and con-ferences, to guide...
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