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The review process is a rigorous evaluation of the States system and al-lows the review team to identify
problems, investigate the causes, and suggest solutions during the review. Statewide Automated Child Welfare
Information System ( SACWIS ) - Through these reviews we assess and inspect the planning, design, and
operation of SACWIS systems to determine how such systems meet the requirements im-posed in the law,
regulations, guidelines, and in the States unique business plan. ACF evaluates all mandatory functional
components ( e. g. intake, screen-ing, assessment, and investigations ) and all the optional components the
State elected to include in the system design ( e. g. court processing and contract moni-toring ). The SACWIS
can function as a case management system that serves as the electronic case file for children and families
served by the States child welfare programs. Twenty-nine States now have operational systems that are
comprehensive and capable of supporting both improved case management and required data reporting.
Child and Family Services Review - The CFS Review is designed to ensure that State child welfare agency
practices are in conformity with Federal child wel-fare requirements, to determine what is actually happening
to children and families as they are engaged in State child welfare services, and to assist States with enhancing
their capacity to help children and families involved with the child welfare system achieve positive outcomes.
The CFS Review is the most comprehensive Federal child welfare monitoring tool we have and is the focus of my
testimony today. Child and Family Services Reviews The Child and Family Services Review is the cornerstone of
our efforts...
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