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seen that the smaller trees survived where the taller ones, standing beside them, perished. The taller trees were,
of course, more exposed, and protected the smaller to a certain extent, but it is not obvious at first why their
own lower branches, which were protected to the same extent as the adjacent saplings, have not survived. (See
page 186.) Sometimes only a few buds on a very large tree have survived. The most extreme case of this sort of
thing observed is shown on page 192. In other cases the bark is all dead except for a very narrow strand up one
side of the tree which supplies the few new branches. (See page 198.) The alder, (4. sinnata), which is the most
characteristic Alaskan bush everywhere, was simply exterminated. Not until we had explored a considerable
part of Katmai Valley did we find so much as a single live sprig of alder, and then we saw only two or three
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