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indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: the vagrant pass. This shrunken Crust that Cerberus could not bite,
Stamped (in one corner) Pickwick copyright, Kneaded by youngsters, raised by flattery s yeast, Was once a loaf,
and helped to make a feast. He for whose sake the glittering show appears Has sown the world with laughter
and with tears, And they whose welcome wets the bumper s brim Have wit and wisdom, --for they all quote him.
So, many a tongue the evening hour prolongs With spangled speeches, --let alone the songs; Statesmen grow
merry, lean attorneys laugh, And weak teetotals warm to half and half, And beardless Tullys, new to festive
scenes, Cut their first crop of youth s precocious greens, And wits stand ready for impromptu claps, With loaded
barrels and percussion caps, And Pathos, cantering through the minor keys, Waves all her onions to the
trembling breeze; While the great Feasted views with silent glee His scattered limbs in Yankee fricassee. Sweet is
the scene where genial friendship plays The pleasing game of interchanging praise. Self-love, grimalkin of the
human heart, Is ever pliant to the master s art; Soothed with a word, she peacefully withdraws And sheathes in
velvet her obnoxious claws, And thrills the hand that smooths her glossy fur With the light tremor of her
grateful purr. But what sad music fills the quiet hall, If on her back a feline rival fall! And oh, what noises shake
the tranquil house If old Self-interest cheats her of...
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