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origin; and the most aberrant of all bats, the Vampire
(Degmodus), is rather widely distributed in South America.
Again, with regard to the Lemur group, the most absolutely
exceptional is the Aye-Aye (Cheiromys), which, on the hypothesis
supposed, has remained persistently at the head-quarters of the
group, i.e. in Madagascar. Even, however, if no exception existed
to the co-existence now of singularity of form and isolation and
remoteness of situation, we could not safely draw any decided
conclusion from such facts, because fossil remains show us that
forms which have now a very limited distribution, were either
widely spread in earlier times, or existed in regions very remote
from those they now inhabit. Thus, in Eocene times there existed
in Europe true opossums (now confined to America), Tapirs, and
a form like the African Potto before mentioned. In Miocene times
we had in Europe...
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