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HarperCollins Publishers Inc, United States, 2009. Microfilm. Book Condition: New. 231 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. The majority of the world s population is religious or believes in supernatural
phenomena. In the United States, nine out of every ten adults believe in God, and a recent Gallup poll found that
about three out of four Americans believe in some form of telepathy, deja vu, ghosts, or past lives. Where does
such supernatural thinking come from? Are we indoctrinated by our parents, churches, and media, or do such
beliefs originate somewhere else? In SuperSense, award-winning cognitive scientist Bruce M. Hood reveals the
science behind our beliefs in the supernatural. Superstitions are common. Many of us cross our fingers, knock
on wood, step around black cats, and avoid walking under ladders. John McEnroe refused to step on the white
lines of a tennis court between points. Wade Boggs insisted on eating a chicken dinner before every Boston Red
Sox game. President Barack Obama played a game of basketball the morning of his victory in the lowa
primary and continued the tradition on every subsequent election day.Supernatural thinking includes loftier
beliefs as well, such as the sentimental value we place on photos of loved ones, wedding rings, and teddy bears.
It also includes spiritual beliefs and the hope for an afterlife. But in this modern, scientific age, why do we hold
on to these behaviors and beliefs?It turns out that belief in things beyond what is rational or natural is common
to humans and appears very early in childhood. In fact, according to Hood, this super sense is something we re
born with to develop and is essential to the way we learn to understand the world. We couldn t live without
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