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indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .but ordinary men would have no sufficient spur to contemplation of
them. The fact of spiritual immortality could thus hardly be revealed but by association with physical mortality.
| hold that our consciousness is not that of dying beings, but of eternal ones; and this is the strongest proof of
immortality. But it. would never be challenged--at least not supremely--were there not this ever recurring
experience, counterfeiting annihilation and compelling men s souls to recognize the form of their own self-
consciousness. It is good sometimes, says a quaint old Englishman, to smell to a lock of fresh earth; and so it
helps us sometimes to be reminded of our mortality. This is not merely, or mostly, because death s associations
shock and alarm men--frighten them into virtue and religion--but because they call attention, as | have said, to
the real question of their being. It is because death tests and so quickens faith Faith is the vision, the self-
interpretation of the soul. But the common incidents of life, | say, are not enough to make faith s work
important to us. Though it is all-important, yet it would have an imperfect sphere amid the pettinesses f
unending earthly life. But death trips away all integuments and all disguises from our selfhood. Love will lave its
answer--whither has my loved no gone? Self will have its answer--what shall death do to me? Think what we
should be had we never struggled with these problems! Think what it...
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