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Xlibris. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 426 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.5in. x 1.lin.With her
adventure memoir The Last Longhouse Anna Goins adds to the vast and fascinating body of literature by
intrepid women travelers originating in the nineteenth century with such figures as Isabelle Eberhardt. What
distinguished The Last Longhouse is that its heroine was 62 years of age when she threw over the traces of life
as an academic wife to adventure alone and disguised as a man into uncharted Dyak Territory. Gifted with the
awareness, and sense of risk derived from her first experiences accompanying her anthropologist husband in
his field work in the High Andes, she was able to make contact with the original head hunters of Borneo and live
among them observing their traditional way of life to share with us this rare account. Cecile Pineda Author of
FACE Winner of the Commonwealth Club Gold Medal Looking for a piece of paradise to allay a childhood
memory, a sixty-two year old American widow travels alone into Borneo with a weeks supply of food and a
hand-drawn map to make her way up the Mahakam River and into the forbidden territory of the Dyak
headhunters. After making arrangements with a Chinese timber contractor to gain passage on an Indonesian
launch, Annas trip is officially endorsed by confusion when her travel papers are stamped laki-laki (male) at an
Indonesian army checkpoint. No woman is allowed to travel unaccompanied on the Mahakam River. Her
unknown destination is Rukun Damai near the Mahakam headwaters, an isolated settlement where the Dyak
live communally in traditional longhouses. Anna discovers how fiercely protective these people are of their way
of life when she receives an aggressively chilly reception, undoubtedly influenced by her necessary reliance on
out-siders to make her way up the...
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